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@ Letting off steam, surveying the sea and carrying wardrobes

The winners of the Open

House 12Tech 2011, an

annual feature of lIT-Delhi,
came up with some useful

ast Saturday was a very
long day for Manik

April 27, 2011

turing innovations by stu-
dents at ITT-Delhi. Then it
was time to celebrate when
the project bagged the third
prize. “It came as a pleasant
surprise, Considering that the

(creators of an underwater
surveillance system) have a

Ht Horizone p-1

veillance platform using low
power DSP (digital signal
processor) hardware with
built in self-test. “Our project
was conceptualised approxi-
mately five years back and it

Commander Mrinal Sinha,
who is on deputation from
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the conception and imple-
mentation of the project says,
“It's all about producing
steam for purposes like cook-
ing, heating, washing with the
help of solar energy. Once [

first two awards were pre- took four years to formalise am through with the final
in n Ovaﬁons sented to MTech students,it  the hardware. Now our mis- product it'll be a huge help
comes as a big encourage- sion is to develop the operat-  for humankind.”
ment to us undergrad second-  ing system for cur device so The Open House held last
Qarima Upadhyay year students,” says Vig, that it can deliver the best Saturday, saw a number of
s garima.upadhyay@hindustantimes com The first prize winners results, says Lieutenant schools students, technology

enthusiasts and engineering
students participating. On dis-

- different story to share. For the Indian Navy to do an play were the best research
Mantk Vig with Gaurav Vig and his them, the recognition is not MTech at the institute. projects in the 50-year history
. his portable ¢ team as they patiently just about what they have The project awarded the of the institute, which is also
| wardrobe answered questions from done but more about what second prize looked at pro- celebrating its Golden Jubilee.
curious onlookers on the they can do to improvise ducing steam through a sin- The awards were selected
‘ portable wardrobe they their project. Their project gle axis line focusing solar from these projects.
designed at the Open House aims at developing a remote concentrator. Ashish Kumar
I2Tech 2011, an exhibition fea-  reconfigurable acoustic sur- Choudhary, the brains behind
Hindustan Times ND 27-Apr-11 p_6(hthorizone)
Continued from page 1 ) So, the base station will be First runner-up start out with identifying suitcase-like boxes each of
able to keep an eye on the Name of the project: problems inyour life and find ~ base area 40x40 sq. cm and
H Indian coastline from a dis- Design of linear fresnel mir- out the ways in which you 10 em height. The entire
n n Ova |O ns a tance, without actually ror solar collector can address them. Once that  structure is made of mild
patrolling the sea because Project Details: The proj- is done, hard work and steel and weighs around 10
. the device will do it for them.  ect is about designing a lin- patience will help you find a ke
tudents who bagged the hardware with built-in self The winners say: “Science  ear mirror-based solar collec- way to eliminate or minimise The winners say: “As a
prizes at Open House test comes naturally to us so we tor that can help generate the problem. kid, T used to play with a ‘Do

12Tech 2011 talk about their
projects:

Winners

Name of the Project:
Remote reconfigurable
acoustic surveillance plat-
form using low power DSP
(digital signal processor)

Project Details: The proj-
ect is a device that can be
placed under the seabed to
understand undersea activity.
Once the operating system is
worked out, the device will be
able to catch the sound sig-
nals, amplify the sound and
pass it on to the base station.

understand what is happen-
ing. Everything around you
needs to be understood in the
context of what you see and
why it happens. Try finding
answers through a logical
path and you will also bie able
to come out with something
path-breaking”

steam. Steam is generated
through concentrating sun-
light at a specific point called
target. As the temperature
rises water gets heated up
and the steamn thus generated
can be used for a number of
purposes. This production of
steam is cheaper and more

s N [ - *
A moment of pride: The IIT-D students with their creation

environment-friendly than
the other methods and
processes. This can help to
reduce greenhouse gases and

global warming.

The winners say: We all
face problems in our daily life
and take cues from there. So

Second runner-up

Name of the project:
Portable wardrobe .

Project Details: This is a
portable wardrobe consisting
of three shelves each of base
area 40x40 sq. cm and height
40 cm. It folds itself into two

it yourself-technical kit’.
Back then it got me interest-"
ed in engineering with a
penchant for mechanics.
Today as a student of
mechanical engineering I am
proud to have screwed
things up in the past. You
can try it too!”
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HT AIMS AT
SECURITY

Aruba Networks, a global
leader in distributed enterprise
networks, has announced the
introduction of Aruba Wireless
Solution’ in the academic sec-
tion and workshops in IIT-
Delhi. It has in 250 access
points, providing IIT a cen-
tralised WLAN solution with
centralised management and
authentication from a central
AAA server. The Aruba 6000 is
designed to be the most scalable
modular controller available
today. Designed for large cam-
pus-wide deployments, it fea-
fures 10-Gb Ethernet connec-
tions and can aggregate up to
8,192 access points in a single
modular chassis,
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IT-Kharagpur director made
accused in AICTE scam

Akshaya Mukul | TnN

New Delhi: CBI has made
IIT-Kharagpur director
Damodar Acharya an ac-
cused in the All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education
scam. He was AICTE chair-
person when approval to
many existing technical in-
stitutions was granted.

In its latest report to HRD
ministry, CBI has recom-
mended regular departmens-
tal action for major penalty

for the lapses committed by
Acharya. An employee can
be dismissed under the reg-
ular departmental action,
sources said. If remains to be
seen what aetion HRD min-
istry takes against Acharya.
So far, the ministry has been
going by the CBI's recom-
mendation and taken action
against several officials.
Acharya’s involvement
relates to the extension giv-
en to Padmavathy College of
Engineering for 2006-07,
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From next year, new [IMs may

have common admission criteria

Mathang Seshaglrl | TNN

Bangalore: Seat selection on
the lines of the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology, common
admission criteria and sin-
gle-location group discussion
and personal interviews:
these are some key reforms
the new bunch of Indian In-
stitutes of Management (ITM)
could usher in next year
while picking candidates
through from one of the
toughest B-school admission

Single-location GDs
and interviews are
among the key
reforms lIMs could
usher in next year
while picking
candidates

tests in the world.

At a meeting with the
ministry of human resources
development last week, di-

-rectors and chairpersons of

the six new IIMs proposed
common admission criteria
where sectional cut-offs in
the Common Admission Test
and other weightages will be
equal among them.

IIMs at Rohtak, Trichy
and Raipur already had such
criteria for the 2011-13
batch. Other IIMs at
Ranchi, Udaipur and Ka-
shipur will join this system
next year.

On the anvil is also an ITT-
like system of seat selection.
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IGNOU redefines concept

of HR Mar

he period from November
2006-2007 has been a gold-
en era as far as the Human
Resource practices within the
IGNQU systern are concerned,
and the role of Academic Co-
ordination Division and
Administrative Division is cru-
cial in achieving this goal .
“Promotions given in the
Administrative Division from
November 2006 till date show
the university has taken care of
each and every individual when
it comes to honouring one’s
skills, dedication and hard
work.
II Academic
! Coordination
‘ Division
{ACD) at
IGNCU is
entrusted with
the responsibili-

ties of establish- .

ment, adminis-

tration and other

service matters pertain-

ing to teachers and academics
of the university.

“IGNOU hired 93 consul-
tants (Academic) and 215 con-
sultants (Administration) since
November 2006, Senior-level
superannuated teachers who
have retired from service were
also appointed on re-employ-
ment basis to utilise their expe-
rience and expertise in the
development of various pro-
grammes and courses of the
University,” says Dr MS Senam
Raju, director, ACD.

The division is also entrust-
ed with the responsibility of co-
ordinating appointment of
adjunct professors and engage-
ment of consultants, On-line
experts, web developers and
project associates on full-time
as well as part-time basis for
various academic activities to
support the permanent faculty
appointed for performance of
certain core functions and all
other development needs,

“The idea is not only to
strengthen the faculty in terms
of numbers, but also sustain
and nurture a large pool of aca-
demics who can help the nation

achieve its educational goals in
the decade of innovation,” says
the vice -cha.nr:ﬁ}lor, Prof VN
Rajasekharan Pillai.

About 800 teachers and
academics with PhD and high-
er-level research qualifications
are working in the university.
An exclusive research unit was
created in the universi?' recent-
ly to coordinate all these
research activities. “Research is
a process of systematic collec-
tion, investigation and analysis
of information to increase a
research scholar’s understand-
ing of the study which he or she
has undertaken with specific
objectives. In this context, it is
the responsibility of the
researcher to commit him-
self/herself to the study under-
taken. The RTA Scheme is a
unique move in this peried and
wilﬁ)eneﬁt highly meritorious
full-time postgraduates,” stress-
es Dr V Venugopal Reddy,
director, Research Unit.

IGNOU is heading for a
paradigm shift in its research
policy and research facilitation
processes in the context of the
global scenario of full-time
research, part-time research
and systemic research under
the open university and dis-
tance education systems.

The university has a
research project scheme, Paid
research study leave, in addi-
tion to the sabbatical leave
scheme, are available to teach-
ers and academics.
Participation in national and
international research confer-
ences Is facilitated by travel
grants.

IGNOU has a facult
strength of over 1,000 wi
doctoral and post-doctoral
qualification who are occupy-
ing permanent full-time posi-
tions as Assistant Professors,
Associate Professors and
Professors or equivalent acad-
emic positions as assistant
directors, deputy directors and
directors.

“In addition, the universi-
ty has a rich pool of over
40,000 part-time academic

agement

counsellors. A large number of
very eminent scientists and
academicians are also serving
the university as consultants,
Emeritus Professors and Chair
Professors. The university also

rovides family residential

acilities for over 400 teachers
and other staff,’ adds the Vice
Chancellor.

“IGNOU has 62 Regional
Centres. The University is in
the process of building facilities
for all the Regional Centres.
laboratories for specific science
programmes and an Inter-
University consortium for tech-
nology-enabled learning are
also housed in the Campus;
informs Pro-Vice Chancellor
Dr Latha Pillai.

IGNOU was one of the first
Universities in the country to
implement the recommenda-
tions of the Sixth Pay
Commission, including clear-
ing the arrears.

“This expenditure is also a
necessary part of the
University’s effort to keep its
staff and faculty satisfied and
maintain high productivity lev-
els;” says Prof Pillai, adding that
a concerted effort has been
made to ensure that senior fac-
ulty members have indepen-
dent rooms and personal assis-
tants. All of them have also
been issued laptops to increase
efficiency and productivity.

With increased salaries,
the University also had to incur
a much higher expenditure
toward terminal benefits, com-
pared with earlier years. Total
quality management remains
the highest priority in all areas
of operation of the University.

New strategies are also
being evolved to mobilise
resources so that the
University can continue to
work on its mandate without
any financial impediment. In
addition, maximising nen-
monetary inputs and achiev-
ing cost-effectiveness in oper-
ations and economy in
spending also remain the
guiding principle of the
University.
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New internet rules open to”
arbitrary interpretation

Mano] Mitta &
Javed Anwer | TN

Mew Delhi: Six vearsafteran
ecommerce CEO's arrestfor a
pornographic CDsold from his
website, the government has
miroduced a liability on in-
termediaries such as Facebook
and Google to “act within 36
hours” of receving informa-
tfion about offensive content.

Unider the rules notified on
April 11 under the Informa-
tion Technology Act, the in-
termediaries are required to
work with the internet user
“to cimable such mformation
that iz in contravention” of
the prescribed restrictions.

While most of the restric-
fions in the rules are based on
the criminal law (stuff that is
blasphemous, ohscene, defam-
atory, pasdophilic, etc), some
are=o locsaly worded that they
conld easily be misused agains
netizens accustomed to speals-
ngtheir mind freely, whether
an polifics or otherwise,

Omne glaring example of an

Besides encroaching on
free speech, the
subjective notion of
insulting a nation — as
opposed to valid criticism
— opens scope for
arbitrariness & politically
motivated interpretation

ill-thought-out provision is the
prohibition on saving some-
thing that 1z “insulting any
other nation”, Since this ex-
pression has been mentionad
without any qualifications, 1
conld be invoked againstany-
body who talks disparaging.
Iv about other countries,
Apart from encroaching on
free speech. the subjective no-
tion of insulting a nation
as opposed to valid eriticism
opens scope for arbitrari-
ness and politically motivat-
ed interpretation. The au-
thorities may not, for instance,
tale action against any con-
tent that s bashing Pakistan

but may be touchy about sim-
tlar attacks on the U8,

2ince such vinlations and
the remedial action talken on
them could become a subject
of police probe, the rules state
that “the mtermediary shall
preserve such information
and associated records for
at least 90 davs for mvestiga-
flon purposes”,

Given their legal reper-
cussions, activists termed the
new rules  “draconian”.
Pranesh Prakash of Centre of
[nternet and Society alleged,
“Therules seek to expand gov-
ernment’s reach to coniral
content on the internet. This

iz neither reasomable nor con-
stitutional as the rules un-
dermine the free speach guar-
anteed by the Constitution.”™
The intermediaries are
al=o required to appoint a
erievance officer and publish
his contact details as well as
the mechanism by which
“usersor any victim who suf-
fers" can notify their com-
plaints. The grievance officer
15 required to redress the com-
plaints within cne month of
the receipt of the complaint.
mdustry sourees hold that
the a6-hour deadline imposed
on the intermediaries to talke
action on complaints would
unduly affect their freedom
as service providers in the In-
dian jurisdiction. & Google
spokesperson told TOT that
the propossd suidelines could
be “particularly damaging to
the abilities of ndians who
are ncreasingly using the in-
ternet in order to communi-
cate, anid the many business-
es that depend upon online
collaboration to prosper.”
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“The arsenal to fight microbes

The World Health Orgarsisation
(WHO) has made anfimicrobial
resistance the theme of this
year’s World Health Day The
WHO represeniative fo India,
Nata Meneahde, spoke to Remea
Nagarajan on why the issue of
growtng resistance fo antibiofics
s a threaf fo the global fight
against infectious diseases and
what the Indian govermment
needs fo do to address this isse:

B How =erious is the prob-
lem of the irrational use of
antibiotics?

It's a wery serious problem
globally because it endangers
human lives when antibiotics
don't work. Tn 80 years, 150 anti-
biotics have been developed. No
new antibiotics are expected for
at least 10 vears. Henee, the arse-
nal to fight the microbes is very
wealk now, Antibiotic resistance
inany partof the world isa threat

sistant microbes travel and spread
fast with globaltravel andtrade
W Why is the problem said to
be more serious in India?

It 1= an even bigger problem
in thisregion because infectious
disesses account for 40% of all
diseases in Asia. Diseases like

malaria, tuberculosis and HIV
can only be treated with antibio-
tics, We don't even linow how big
the problem is in India because
there is no surveillance system.
—— In malaria we

A lnow that chlaro-

Q quine is not work-
ng. %o far more

BXpENsIVE artenusinim dermva-
fiwves are bemng used. Similarly
many people are infected with
TB bacteriaresistant tofirst-line
drugs. 8o you're foreed to move
those patients to moreexpensive
second-line drugs. India carries
20% of theworld's TE burden. Of
all TB eases being reported, 28%

TE. InHIV treatment, the second-
line therapy is six times costlien
S0, ighting these diseases 1s not
only going to become more diffi-
cultbut also more expensive,
W Whatis the biggest barrier
to implementing a rational
antibiotics policy in India?
Antibiotics  are available
over the counter in India and
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very weak right now’

full course of antibiotic therapy
Plus, spurious drugs often do
not cantain the full ar correct
dosage. Incomplete therapy or
dosage gwes microbes fime to
developresistance. Often people
pressurise their doctors to pres
cribe antibiotics and doctors cut
af fear of losing business pres
cribe it even when not needed.
There 15 no monitoring of anti-
biotics prescription by doctors.
B Can India fight growing
antibiotic resistance?
Advances in I'T and mobile
technology means that the
solutions are availlable here.
The sovernment has to streng-
then the regulatory mecha-
nism, monitor the professional
quality of doctors and medical
associations need to enforce
them. Over-the-counter sale of
antibiotics should be stopped.
The health ministry is consi-
dering labelling antibiotics a

themn only in hospitals so that
they cannot be dispensed with-
outprescription. It isnot easy to
enforceall thisimmediately. It is
aprocess, But it has to start and
hopefully things willimprove.
B What is the role of WHO
in promoting rational use
of antibiotics?

WHO collaborates with gov-
ernments and gives a support-
ing shoulder. We help generate
enough evidence to back the
policy measures that nesd to
be put in place and also help
the government develop appro-
priate curricula for medical
personnel.  Antibiotic resist-
ance 15 underresearched in
Asia and WHO has started
collecting data to help under-
stand the problem better It
also helps governments put in
place proper labs and research
facilities and with multi-sectoral
coordination that is required to

toglobal healthsscurity asthere-

are casesof multi-drug resistant

most people don’t complete the
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Is China Overtaking America?

Political complications, unsustainable economic policies - Beijing has a bumpy road ahead

Joseph S Nye

he 21st century is witness
| ing Asia’s return to what
might be considered its
historical propertions of the
world's population and economy
In 1800, Asia represented more
than half of global population
and output. By 1900, it represent-
el only 20% of world output -not
because something bad happened
in Asia, but rather because the
Industrial Revolution had trans-
formed Europe and North Ame
rica intothe world's workshop,
Asia’s recovery began with
Japan, then moved to South
Koreaand on to Southeast Asia,
beginning with Singapore and
Malaysia. Now the recovery is
focussed on China, and increas-
ingly involves India, lifting
hundreds of millions of people
outof poverty in the process.
This change, however, is
also creating anxieties about
shifting power relations among
states. In 2010, China passed
Japan to become the worlds
seoond largest economy Indeed,
the investment bank Goldman
Sachs expects the Chinese eco-
nomy's total size to surpass that
of the United States by 2087,
But, even if overall Chinese
GDP reaches parity with that
of the US in the 2020s, the
two economies will not be equal
in composition. China would
still have a vast underdeveloped
countryside. Assuming 6% Chi-
nese GDPgrowth and only 2% US
growth atter 2020, China weuld
notequal the US in terms of per
capitaincome-a better measure
of an economy’s sophistication
- until sometime near the

second half of the century
Moreaver, linear projections
of economic growthtrends can be
misleading. Emerging countries
tend to benefit from imported
technologies 1n the early stages
of economic take-off, but their
arowth rates generally slow as
they reach higher levels of
development. And the Chinese
economy facesserious obstacles
to sustainable rapid growth, ow-
ing to inefficient state-owned
enterpr 168, growing iuequa]itv
massive internal migration, an
inadequate social safety net,
corruption and inadequate ins-
titutions, all of which could
foster political instability
China's north and east have
outpaced its south and west

China: Life in the fast lane?

A Chinese military
posture thatis too
aggressive could produce
a countervailing coalition
among its neighbours,

thereby weakening
China's hard and
soft power

Almest alone among developing
countries, China is ageing
extracrdinarily fast. By 2020,
China will have more elderly
dependents  than  children.
Some Chinese demographers
worry that the country will get
oldbefore getting rich.

During the past decade
China mowved from being the
world's ninth largest exporter to
it= leader, displacing Germany
atthetop. ButChina'sexport-led
development model will nead to

be adjusted as global trade and

financial balances  become
more contentions Indeed, China’s
12th five-year plan is aimed at
reducingdependence on exports
and boosting domestie demand.
Willitwork?
China'sauthoritarian politi-
calsystem hasthus far shownan
impressive capacity to achieve
specific targets; for example,
staging a successful Olympic
Games, buildinghigh-speed rail
projects, orevenstimulatingthe
economy to recover from the
global financial erisis. Whether
China can maintain this capa-
bility over the longer term is
a mystery to outsiders and
Chinese leaders themselves.
Unlike India, which was born
with a democratic Constitution,
China has not yet found a way to
channel the demands for political
participation (if not democracy)
thattend to accompany rising per

capita income. Communist ideo-
logyislong gone, sothe legitimacy
of the ruling party depends on
economic growth and ethnic Han
nationalism. Whether China can
develop a formula to manage an
expanding urban middle class,
regional nequality, and resent-
ment among ethnic minorities
remains tobeseen,

Some analysts argue that
China aims to challenge Ameri-
ca's position as the world's
dominant power Even if this
were an accurate assessment of
China's intentions (and even
Chinese cannot know the views
of future generations) it is
doubtful that China will have the
military capability to make this
possible. To be sure, Chinese
military expenditures, up more
than 12% this year, have been
growing even more rapidly than
its economy: But China's leaders
will have to contend with other

different colour

and selling

(=S ROT Ly

countries’ reactions, as well as
with the constraints implied by
theneed for externalmankets and
resources in order to meet their
economic-growth objectives.

A Chmese mihiary posture
that is too aggressive could
produce a countervailing coali-
tion among itsneighbours, there-
by weakening China's hard and
soft power In 2010, for example,
as China became more assertive
in its foreign policy towards its
neighbours, its relations with
India, Japan and South Korea
suffered. As a result, China will
find it more difficult to exclude
the US from Asias security
arrangements,

Even if China suffers no
major domestic political set-
back, many current projections
based on GDP growth alone are
tooone-dimensional: they ignore
US military and soft-power
advantages, as well as China's
geopolitical disadvantages in the
internzl Asian balance of power,
My own estimate is that among
the range of possible futures, the
more likely scenarios are those
in which China gives the US a
run for its money, but does not
surpass it in overall power in the
first half of thiscentury

Most importantly, the US and
China should awvoid developing
exagperated fears of each other's
capacities and intentions. The
expectation of conflict can itsslf
become a cause of conflict. In
reality, China and the US do not
have deeply rooted conflicting
interests. Both countries, along
with others, have much more to
gain from cooperation.

The wricer is o professor o
Harvardand anautho:

tacklethis problem.
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Some bugs
‘doze off’
to outwit

antibiotics

Washington: Some bacteria
go off to “sleep™ to prevent
themselves from being at-
tacked by antibictics which
can fight only those bugs
which are metabolically ac-
tive. A new research, led by
Thomas Wood, professor of
chemical engineering at the
Texas A&M University, de-
tails this surreptitious sur-
vival mechanizm of the bugs.

“Through our research,
we're  understanding  that
some bacteria go to ‘sleep’,
andthat antibiotics onlywork
on bacteria that are metabaoli-
cally active,” Wood explained.

“¥ou need actively grow-
ing bacteria to be susceptible
to antibiotics, If the bacteri-
um goes to sleep, the antibiot-
ics are not effective because
the bacterium is no longer do-
ing thethingthat the antibiot-
icistryving toshut dowmn.”

“A small community of
bacteria is in a sense hedging
its bet against a threat to its
survival by takinganotherap-
proach,” Wood said. “If we
candetermine thatthis*gsoing
to sleep’ is the dominant
mechanism utilized by bacte-
ria, then we can begin to fig-
ure out how to*wale themup®.

“This would include ap.
plying the anfibiotic and a
chemical that wakes up the
bacteria.” hesaid. wns
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Top-Level Changes At IT Industry Body, Co

Rajendra Pawar NIIT founder new Nasscom chairman TIMES NEWS NETWORK hew Delhi: Masscom has appointed NIT
founder Rajendra 5 Pawar as chairman and N Chandrasekaran, the CEQ and managing director of TCS, as its vice-chairman for
2011-12. Pawar succeeds Accenture’s Harsh Manglik as the software industry body's chairman. YWhile talking to TOI, Pawar
identfied three main segments for making IT-industry growth sustainable. He said that the industry body will work to improve the
competitiveness of small and medium erterprises so that they can compete in the global market. "In the last two years, SMEs
have grown very fast. Now the efforts have to be made to broaden and deepen the competitiveness amang them,” said Pawear.
According to vision 2020, India's IT software exports would touch $175 billion fram the current level of $60 bilian. Secondly, he
said, Masscom will work towards increasing 1T adoption in India by engaging industry members and state and central
governments. "This will not only improve the efficiency of the entire systern but will also bring intransparency. Moreover,
Increased egovernance inthe courtry will help the economy in achieving higher growth " said Pawar. Pawar, who is the founder
chairman of country's leading IT education company NIT, said that to have a sustained growth in the IT industry, skill development
isvery essertial.

Sudip Banerjee Sudip Banerjee quits L&T Infotech Mini Joseph Tejaswi TNHN Eangalore: Sudip Banerjee has quit as CED of
LAT Infotech, a wholy owned subsidiary of technology, engineering and manufacturing leader Larsen & Toubro, to take a personal
break. "It was really a tough task for me to shuttle between my job in Mumbai and my family in Bangalare every week. | did that
inthe last three years. Mow | have decided to take a break to be with my family," said Banerjee. So what's next? "Well, for a few
months | am going to be on a vacation with my wife Sumita and son Sujoy, who is completing his graduation in UK. | have a lot of
pending work at home like mending our garden and painting our house, etc. Mat planning to join anywhere for sometime. Even in
the future, no plans to take up anything outside Bangalore.” Banerjee joined LAT Infotech in August 2003, when recession hit the
industry. Banerjee has been reporting to % K Magapu, director, L&T Group, and now the latter will hold the fort till @ new CEO is
announced, said the company. Former Wipro Technologies joint CEO Girish Paranjpe's name is also heard amaong the possible
CEO candidates. However, L&T spokesperson has declined to comment. Prior to LET, Banerjee was president (enterprise
solutions) at WWipro Technologies. He started his career in 1979, and joined Wipro in 1933
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Annual Syllabi Compressed To Suit Sems

Manash Pratim Gohain &
Nehha Pushkarna | T

New Delhi: Teachers of Del-
hi University are a dejected
lot. The honours courses
have always been the USP of
DU, but the university is hell
bent on demolishing these
courses, theyfeel. They have
cited various discrepancies
m the “half-baked” courses
passed by the standing com-
mittee on academic affairs
on Sunday and by the aca-
demic council on Monday.
Apart from many factual er-
rors, the teachers claim that
they have not specified the
number of papers, lectures,
tutorials and reading lists
among others. In the exist-
ing science courses, teach-
ers had to delete certain top-
ics to complete the syllabus
intime fortheexams.
“There are so many is-
sues with the new syllabi
that have not been given due
consideration. In fact, in
Hindi and Urdu, we have not
been given any syllabi for
minor papers. There are no
names of publications and
the syllabi completely ex-
clude contemporary poets.
In Hindi specifically, it
seems the annual-mode syl-

labus has just been com-
pressed to suit the semes-
ters,” said Renu Bala, an
elected member of the aca-
demic council. Teachers say
the syllabi were framed ina
hurried manner without
much debate and delibera-
tions. Besides diminishing
the quality of the course,
such a move will also affect
the performance of stu-
dents, teachers said.
Teachers complain the
university is paving the way

SETBACK SEEN

for demolishing the honours
system of courses. A
glimpse of such a situation
is already visible in the 13
science courses where se-
mesters were introduced
last year. Abha Dev Habib,
associate professor, physics,
Miranda House, and a mem-
ber of the joint action body
of teachers, said: “There
was certainly less time left
for academics in the first se-
mester due to teachers’
struggle but no time was
wasted in the second semes-
ter. Still we had been strug-
gling to finish the course
now, In the end, the teachers
were asked toleave out a few

portions to complete the syl-
labus in time for the exams.”
She added, ""This is a fraud.
The university will award
students a degree for having
completed an honours
course even though they
would hot have studied the
whole syllabus.”

Alleging that instead of
going for actual reforms in
problem areas such asexam-
inations and revision of ob-
solete curriculum, the uni-
versity is systematically
bifurcating the existing syl-
labi based on the annual
model for the semester mode
without taking into account
the damage to the quality of
learning. According to a
mathematics teacher of St
Stephen’s, Nandita Narain,
“The first objection is they
have divided the course into
two halves without consid-
ering the loss of teaching
time in the semester calen-
dar which is nearly two
months. Therefore, the
course gets tooheavy for stu-
dents to cope with. Secondly,
the quality will suffer as we
will have to rush through it
without going to the depth of
the subject. Same is already
happeningtothefirst semes-
ter batch science students.”
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lalisma’s ERP solutions to
digitise higher education

N VASUDEVAN
Bangalore

BANGALORE-BASED Tal-
isma has launched solu-
tions for higher education
in Indra. According to the
company, the solutions will
transform the Indian high-
er education system from
the traditional to a digtal
approach.

Talisma sees great poten-
tial for its offerings in the In-
dian  education  sector,
which 1s projected to grow to
$50 billion by 2015, accord-
ing to Assocham,.

The solutions will help
faculty and administrators
gain a 360 degree view of
campus operations for
strategic analysis, enhanced
recruiting and accurate, re-
al-time reporting, Talisma
said. Bangalore University is

The solutions will
help administrators
gain a 360 degree
view of campus

installing part of Talisma's
solutions, while Talisma isin
talks with Karnataka Uni-
versity for its solutions.
Timothy Loomer, CEO of
Campus Management, par-
ent company of Talisma,
said, “There is a huge oppor-
tunity for educational insti-
tutions across the country to
capitalise on technology and

enhance their relationship
with students. With Banga-
lore University coming on
board, it  contributes
tremendously to achieve our
objective to digitise higher

. education in India.”

According to Talisma,
over 1,700 college and uni-
versity campuses worldwide
are using the company's so-

~ lutions. Rajendra Mruthyu-

ryayappa, MD (Apac), Talis-
ma, said, “The solutions in-
tegrates student and faculty
to enable better governance,
bring efficiency into the sys-
tem and transparency
across. functions. In India,
ICT investment in the edu-
cation sector is expected to
touch $700 million, which
would grow to $5 billion in
the next 5 years.”

nvasudevan@mydigitalfc.com
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